
 
 

 

 

1.  Call to Order & Approval of Minutes:  Cassie Thompson called the meeting to order at 

4:30 p.m. in the public meeting room of the County Administration Building.   Cassie 

Thompson, Margie Armen, and Michele Craddock were present, Mark McKercher participated 

by phone.  No minutes were presented for approval.    

 

2.  Discussions: 

 

a. Cassie officially welcomed Michele to the Authority.  Michele stated that she has been  

sworn in is looking forward to participating.  

 

b. Cassie reported that Chris Hall of Rep. Wittman's staff had contacted Don Gill to discuss 

grant opportunities.  The Governor has just released $30 million in funds from the 

CARES Act targeted specifically to broadband.  The grant program is for quick 

turnaround projects.  To qualify, the proposed project must be complete and in operation 

by December 31, 2020.  Applications will be processed on a first-come, first-served basis 

and, if divided equally among all counties, each would get about $300,000.   

 

c. Cassie also reported that the County has received the $40,000 payment from the 

Telecommunications Planning Grant.   

 

d. Members welcomed Mike Kirk at 4:45 p.m.  He represents Dellicker Strategies, and that 

firm had asked to make a presentation to the Authority about their services to assist 

communities in lowering the cost of broadband by maximizing buying power.  At the 

conclusion of his remarks, we thanked Mike and advised that given our current pending 

grant applications we are not in need of the kind of services Dellicker is offering.  

However, we indicated that we would keep his comments in mind. 

 

e. Margie discussed Rep. Wittman's request for an endorsement from the Broadband 

Authority.  Margie stated that her view that the Broadband Authority should remain 

neutral.  She had circulated a draft statement that she would be willing to sign as an 

individual and send on to Rep. Wittman.  Mark had drafted a factual statement that could 

be submitted from the Authority.  Members agreed to talk to Don Gill before making any 

response.   
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f. Mark reported that the County has or very soon will make its payment to BTS for its 

services in applying for the VATI grant.   

  

g. Mark also reported on the possibility of applying for a Community Connect grant.  This 

is another nationwide grant program run by the Department of Agriculture.  Applications 

are due by December 23 and the maximum award is $3 million.  This grant could be used 

to run fiber down a major trunk line.  Margie suggested Iberis Road.   

 

h. Margie reported that Jim Cornwell responded to her inquiry and indicated that in his 

opinion, an RFP would be needed for the CARES Act smart pole project.   

 

i. Cassie reported that we still have no word from RUS about our status with ReConnect.   

 

3.  Schedule next meeting and Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. The next 

meeting is the regularly scheduled meeting for October 20.  It will be held in the public 

meeting room of the County Administration Building at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Secretary 


